CHAPTER V

THE MILITARY REVOLT OF THE  COMMUNIST PARTY

AFTER the reading of the Manifesto and the conversation
which I had on the telephone with Negrin's house, I got
into touch by telephone with the Army Corps Com-
manders who had Communist sympathies, and the
following conversations took place:

Col. Casado: Listen, Barcelo (BarceU was Commander of the
First Army Corps], Haveyouheard what has happened?

Lt.-CoL Barcelo: No, Colonel. I am in bed. I was up late
last night.

Col. Casado: Very well, then; Fll tell you. I have risen
against Negrin's Government and instituted a
National Council of Defence, supported by Seiior
Besteiro and representatives of all the parties and
syndicates except the Communist Party. I would like
to know your attitude.

Lt.-CoL BarceU: Colonel, you know that I am un-
conditionally at your orders, both for the sake of my
personal affection for you and because I have
absolute faith in you.
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